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Survival rates for pancreatic cancer have not changed in over forty years
Pancreatic cancer is the 5th 
leading cause of cancer 
death in the UK

Every pr imary care doctor wil l 
recognise the scenario: a jaundiced patient 
with epigastric pain alongside significant 
and unexplained weight loss: all typical 
presentations of pancreatic cancer (PC) 
which require an urgent investigation. Even 
if the patient has this classic presentation, 
their disease is likely to be in the later 
stages. Unfortunately, this is the norm and 
the majority of patients will experience a 
delay in diagnosis. Currently only 13% of 
PC cases are diagnosed through the 2-week 
route, with 47% presenting as emergencies 
through our A&E system. 

The reasons for such delays can 
include complex presentations, especially in 
the presence of co-morbidities; patient delay 

such as prolonged time to re-visit or simply 
choosing not to visit their GP and system 

delays within primary and secondary care 
and health inequalities.

In order to help pr imary care 
professionals spot the disease earlier and 
manage the condition more effectively, we 
arrange free talks on pancreatic cancer in 
local hospitals and health centres to provide 
a refresher on the disease to include all the 
latest developments in diagnostics, surgery 
and chemotherapy options for patients. 
Using case studies we look at real-life 
situations that you  could be presented with 
in your surgery. These talks can be 
organised as part of your regular GP 
Training Programme through us or via your 
GP tutor.

We will normally organise up to three 
speakers for an hour’s talk. The speakers 

will usually consist of a specialist consultant 
( s u r g e o n , o n c o l o g i s t , p a l l i a t i v e 
care  consultant) and others with a 
pancreatic cancer specialism such as a 
dietitian. We also like to include, where 
possible, a patient to give their direct 

experience.   We like to use specialists who 
are local to the area where the training is 
given. This not only helps with the logistics 
of the event but provides attendees with 
local specialist contacts going forward.

We are also able to help with training 
materials in terms of powerpoint slides 
which can be customised by the specialist to 
reflect their local situation. We will also 
prepare leaflets for distribution in local GP 
practices and in hospitals to advertise the 
event. 

The average-size GP practice 

is likely to see at least one 

case of pancreatic cancer per 

year
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47% of pancreatic cancer 

cases are emergency 

presentations

For more information on how to arrange pancreatic cancer lectures in your area, please contact us 

on enquiries@pancreaticcanceraction.org or call 01428 654740
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